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Introduction
Welcome to the NJ Academy of Music! We are delighted that you 
have chosen our academy to foster your music education. Our unique 
combination of master instructors, enriching classes, experience 
performing on stages worldwide, and custom facilities provides a world-
class environment for fostering talent and interest in music.

Contacts
WEBSITE 
www.njaom.com

Please log onto our site for academy information, faculty details, 
registration for group classes and private lessons, calendar, and other 
important information.

EMAIL 
info@njaom.com

Our general email address will reach our administrative assistant 
and is monitored daily.

PHONE 
(908) 561-2700

ONLINE PORTAL 
The online portal provides access to registration for studio and group 
classes at the academy. If you are new to NJAOM, visit our website and 
click on Register to register for studio and group classes and to create 
an account. If you already have an account, click on the person icon at 
the top right of the page to log in to your account.

FACEBOOK 
https://www.facebook.com/njacademyofmusic/

FACULTY 
To reach a faculty member, please email info@njaom.com and we will 
ensure that your message is routed to the proper faculty member, or call 
our main line to leave a message with our administrative assistant.

Academy Dates
The academy year is divided into two semesters and a summer term.
NJAOM is closed during the following times:

Thanksgiving 
Winter Break 
Spring Break 
Memorial Day 
Independence Day

Please refer to our website for the current 
year’s term dates and all Academy closures.
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Registration
PROCESS 
We accept students (child and adult) of all levels of experience, from 
beginner through advanced. Some children are capable of beginning 
private instruction at age 3, but most children are able to concentrate 
for the duration of a 30-minute lesson by age 5. Young children who are  
not quite ready for private instruction will benefit from participation 
in our pre-studio group classes, a preparatory course for private 
instruction.

All prospective students (or parents if student is a child) should attend 
an information session prior to registering for private instruction. This 
session provides detailed information about our philosophy, approach 
to teaching, and student/parent commitment needed in order for the 
student to excel in our program.

NJAOM offers private, one-on-one instruction in multiple disciplines. 
Please visit our website for a complete list of current disciplines.

INSTRUMENT SELECTION 
If you are new to classical music and would like to immerse your child 
in this art form, selecting an instrument can be daunting, particularly 
if your child is very young. We recommend exposing a variety of 
instruments to your child via videos (YouTube, library, Netflix, etc.) and 
audio recordings (iTunes, library, etc.).

Observe your child while he/she is watching/listening to the different 
instruments, and gauge your child’s reactions. Is there an instrument 
that receives particular interest? If so, then that is the instrument you 
should choose for the child. If not, select the instrument that you feel 
would be the best placement for the child, or speak to our directors 
for guidance.

PLACEMENT 
At the end of each information session, there will be an opportunity 
for you to speak with our directors and coordinate a time for you to 
observe a lesson (if a beginner student) or play for a member of our 
faculty (current players) for placement in private lessons. Once this has 
been completed, you will be invited to register for lessons.

Please note that teacher preferences may be made, but NJAOM 
reserves the right to make final teacher and group assignments to best 
accommodate each student’s needs.
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Academy Division
OVERVIEW 
Our Academy Division program provides individualized, one-on-one private lessons 
and offers the most tailored instruction for students. 

Please refer to the program description provided on our website for this year’s class 
structure and tuition information:

www.njaom.com/NJAOMTuition

TEACHING METHOD 
Each instructor in our academy has unique approaches to mastering 
their instrument that are in keeping with NJAOM’s overall philosophy 
about learning. In general, and particularly for young students, we 
ascribe to the philosophy of Shinichi Suzuki: all students can learn to 
be musical, and all students can develop an ear for music that can help 
them to do so.

The Suzuki Method lays an excellent foundation for musical excellence. 
We use this method for beginner through intermediate students, 
alongside our own established skill milestones, to create our own 
custom levels of achievement. The Suzuki books and associated 
audio recordings help students learn techniques and musicality in a 
natural progression.

Advanced students are assigned major works beyond the Suzuki books 
on their instrument and will be offered performance opportunities 
in performance classes and possible performance and competition 
opportunities outside of the academy.

PARENT INVOLVEMENT 
Young children thrive on parent involvement to help them reach their 
maximum potential. This is true for music education as well as academic 
education. Parent involvement—regardless of whether the parents are 
musicians—is essential in our academy and is the foundation for each 
child’s personal growth on his/her chosen instrument.

We require a parent/guardian to be present at every lesson. It is strongly 
preferred that the parent/guardian consistently be the same person 
from lesson to lesson. We recommend that you bring a notebook to the 
lesson and take notes on important points that need to be the focus of 
practice sessions during that week.

In order for students to succeed in properly learning to play an 
instrument, there must be a careful combination of the following skills:

• dedication
• focus
• attention to detail
• patience
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This combination of skills is rarely found in students under the age of 12, 
as they are acquired skills that must be taught and learned. Therefore, 
we ask that parents of students aged 11 and younger also practice with 
them daily.

Students aged 11–12 are invited to try lessons without a parent. If the 
lesson performance demonstrates strong practice habits at home, then 
the student may continue to come to lessons without a parent. If not, 
the teacher will discuss recommended next steps with parents.

LESSON & PRACTICE LENGTHS 
For all students in our school, daily practice is essential to improvement 
and is key to regular advancement in any instrument. Daily practice is 
expected for all students.

Your teacher will walk you through approaches to practicing and 
enjoyable ways to elicit these skills from your child. In general, we 
encourage the following lengths of lessons and practicing:

Lesson Length
 - Beginner (Level 1): 30 minutes
 - Advanced Beginner (Levels 2–3): 30 to 45 minutes
 - Intermediate (Levels 4–6): 45 to 60 minutes
 - Advanced (Level 7 and beyond): 60 minutes

Practice Length (Daily)
 - Beginner (Level 1): 15–30 minutes
 - Advanced Beginner (Levels 2–3): 30 minutes
 - Intermediate (Levels 4–6): 45–60 minutes
 - Advanced (Level 7 and beyond): 1–3+ hours
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Fees & Payments
TUITION 
The academy year is divided into two semesters and a summer term. 
Each semester contains 18 weeks plus a Make-up/Add-on Week. Tuition 
must be paid according to one of two tuitions plans offered for your 
convenience. Out of respect for our instructors’ time commitment and 
scheduling, individual exceptions to our tuition policies cannot be made. 
Students commit to all lessons for a given term at the time of registration. 
Program components, as outlined in your registration materials, are 
mandatory and cannot be divided or removed from your enrollment.

PAYMENT METHODS

BY ONLINE PORTAL 
Credit card payments are accepted via our secure online portal.  
Click on www.njaom.com and select “Register.”

BY CREDIT CARD IN PERSON 
Tuition payments via credit card are accepted at the Academy.

TUITION DUE DATES 
Tuition payments can be made via one of two methods: Semester Cycle 
or Monthly Cycle. For either tuition plan, you must have a credit card on 
file with NJAOM.

On the Semester Cycle tuition plan, payment for the Fall Semester is due at the time of 
registration and private lesson time selection. 

On the Monthly Cycle tuition plan, an initial deposit secures your lesson time, and 
subsequent monthly charges are made to the credit card of your choice. If tuition is 
not paid according to the chosen tuition plan, enrollment in lessons will be cancelled 
and lesson slots will not be held after this time. You will have the opportunity to re-
enroll in lessons prior to the start of the term if lesson times are still available.

For both the Semester Cycle and Monthly Cycle payment plans, tuition for the Spring 
Semester is automatically charged on December 15th unless you notify NJAOM in 
writing before December 15th. Spring tuition will be due in full for any withdrawal 
requests received on or after December 15th.

Progression
MILESTONES & AWARDS 
Students in our studio program will receive recognition for music progression and 
achievement. This recognition includes acknowledgement on our Student News board 
and milestone awards. 
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In our program, milestones are established for the following levels:

 - Level 1 (typically Suzuki Book 1 + associated skills)
 - Level 2 (typically Suzuki Book 2 + associated skills)
 - Level 3 (typically Suzuki Book 3 + associated skills)
 - Level 4 (typically Suzuki Book 4 + associated skills)
 - Level 5 (typically Suzuki Book 5 + associated skills)
 - Level 6 (typically Suzuki Books 6–7 + associated skills)
 - Level 7 (Suzuki Book completion, outside repertoire, + advanced skills)
 - Level 8 (pre-professional)

ACCOMPANISTS 
Students benefit greatly from performing polished works. In order 
to prepare for performances, students practice their pieces with an 
accompanist (a pianist who plays the accompaniment for the piece 
alongside the main performer, or soloist). Students can arrange to work 
with an accompanist to rehearse polished pieces and for additional 
rehearsals before recitals, beyond the provided rehearsal at no cost. 
Accompanist fees, aside from one rehearsal prior to each semester 
recital, are not included in the tuition and arrangements should be made 
directly with the pianist as needed.

Performances
SOLO RECITALS 
NJAOM holds two student recitals each year. Based on your progression 
throughout the year, your teacher will discuss with you the possibility 
of participating in a solo recital. This is an opportunity to recognize 
significant achievement and share it with family and friends as well as 
the NJAOM community. Your teacher will guide the planning of the 
recital program as well as coordinate scheduling and logistics at the 
academy. NJAOM also has both audio and video recording capabilities, 
which can be arranged for performances for a nominal fee. Please 
discuss these options with your teacher and NJAOM directors.

MASTER CLASS 
NJAOM may host master classes periodically throughout the year in which NJAOM 
faculty and/or invited guest teachers will give lecture-style instruction to selected 
students in our performance space. This is a wonderful opportunity to be able to 
observe instruction of high-achieving students at various skill levels. We encourage 
parents and students to attend these special events to augment their private 
instruction.

If you have been invited to participate in a master class, your teacher 
will work with you to prepare in advance.
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Academy Information & Policies
GENERAL CONDUCT 
NJAOM is an inclusive organization dedicated to the education and 
growth of our students. Our mission is to provide a safe, respectful, 
clean, and nurturing environment where all are welcome and students 
can focus on expanding their music education.

Please observe the following guidelines to ensure that all can benefit 
from an optimal learning environment.

 - Supervise children at all times, and please help keep our reception 
area and restrooms clean and tidy.

 - While waiting in our reception area, please be respectful of others in 
lessons and keep the volume to a dull roar. No practicing is permitted 
in the reception area. If there is a room available, students can warm 
up in private.

 - Track and field is best left for the Olympics, so please no running! 
Students and teachers have delicate and often valuable and 
irreplaceable instruments, and we want ensure that we steer clear of 
any accidents.

 - Siblings are welcome and should accompany parents in the 
studio provided they are not a disruption to the class or lesson. If 
using electronic devices (phones, tablets, etc.), we request that 
headphones be used.

 - Eating is not allowed in any of the studios or classrooms. This is out 
of respect for our teachers and the instruments being used.

 - Please avoid bringing any nut products as we have students with 
severe nut allergies.

 - We are a non-smoking facility.
 - Please bring an open mind and a passion for learning and achievement!

ATTENDANCE POLICY
 - Attendance at each lesson/class during the term is expected as part 
of your commitment to enrollment.

 - Absence for any reason from private lessons or classes does not 
excuse payment for the contracted lesson or class.

 - If a teacher misses a lesson, it may be rescheduled at a time 
agreeable to both student and teacher. Otherwise, we will refund 
75% of the tuition for the lesson/class.

MAKE-UP POLICY
 - NJAOM allows ONE make-up class per semester per student enrolled 
in private instruction. If a student misses more than one scheduled 
private lesson during a semester, any additional lessons missed are 
forfeited without accommodation.
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 - There are no make-up classes for missed performance, orchestra, or 
any group classes.

 - There are no make-up classes for the Summer Term.
 - A student who misses a scheduled private lesson is eligible to 
register for and attend ONE make-up class during the designated 
make-up week for the semester.

 - Make-up classes are 45-minute semi-private lessons with 3-4 
students maximum per class.

 - Make-up classes are only held during the designated Make-up Week 
each semester.

 - Scheduling for the make-up classes will be on a first come, first 
served basis.  Students may register for a make-up session with their 
own teacher or with another teacher of their instrument.

ACADEMY CLOSINGS
 - If NJAOM closes because of inclement weather, we will post a notification  
on our website with pertinent details. We will also send out an email to all  
active members of NJAOM.

 - NJAOM reserves the right to move any or all classes and lessons online  
due to inclement weather, illness, or other circumstance that does not  
support in-person learning. Requests for exceptions to such a decision  
will not be granted.

 - In order to protect the well-being of our faculty and student body, NJAOM  
reserves the right to cancel lessons without accommodation or refund if  
students and/or parents arrive at NJAOM and have evidence of illness.

 - Unfortunately, we have no control over inclement weather, and all of us (students, 
teachers, and the Academy) are adversely affected when weather necessitates 
that we close the Academy. Our teachers are dedicated professionals for whom 
teaching is a primary part of their career. With this in mind, we have instituted a 
snow day policy that we hope will allow all to share the loss associated with snow 
days. If the Academy is closed due to inclement weather, and NJAOM cannot hold 
online lessons, NJAOM will issue an account credit in the amount of 50% of the 
tuition for any private lessons missed during that time. No refunds will be issued 
for any canceled group classes.

WITHDRAWALS
 - If a circumstance arises such that you need to discontinue lessons, 
please contact your teacher and one of the directors of NJAOM. 
Please note that Fall and Spring semester tuition is refundable 
for first-time private instruction students, up to and including 30 
calendar days after the first lesson, at a rate of 50% of the term’s 
unused tuition. All such requests must be made in writing to NJAOM 
within 30 calendar days of the first lesson taken at NJAOM. Requests 
received after 30 calendar days will not be granted. Cancellation 
requests will be effective immediately upon receipt. Withdrawal 
requests received after 30 calendar days are not eligible for refunds.  
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Any unpaid balances will be due in full. Tuition is non-refundable for 
all students who are not first-time NJAOM students. Summer Term 
tuition is non-refundable regardless of whether you are a first-time 
NJAOM student or continuing student. No refunds will be made for 
group classes.

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEOGRAPHY
 - NJAOM reserves the right to photograph or video students for 
training or promotional purposes.

INDEMNIFICATION 
Student and parent/guardian will not hold NJAOM, including its 
teachers, staff, interns, and volunteers, responsible for any loss or 
damage of personal property while attending or participating in any 
NJAOM activity. Student and parent/guardian release, and will hold 
harmless and indemnify NJAOM from and against any claim, demand, 
action, or judgment that student and parent/guardian or any other 
person ever had or may have against NJAOM, for any loss, cost or 
expense (including attorney’s fees) or damage or injury known or 
unknown, real or personal, sustained by student and parent/guardian 
while in attendance or participating in any NJAOM program. Student 
and parent/guardian willfully assume any physical injury risk to the 
student that is inherent to training. Student and parent/guardian grant 
consent for any NJAOM instructor to apply physical contact to the 
student for the purpose of making any technical correction that is 
appropriate for instruction according to accepted artistic practices. 
Student and parent/guardian authorize NJAOM to obtain any medical 
treatment that the student needs in connection with NJAOM training. 
Student and parent/guardian will pay all or whatever amount that 
treatment costs and will also hold harmless and indemnify NJAOM from 
any claim, cause of action, damage, or liability arising out of or resulting 
from that medical treatment.

NONDISCRIMINATORY POLICY 
NJAOM admits students of any race, color, national and ethnic origin 
to all the rights, privileges, programs, and activities generally accorded 
or made available to students at the school. It does not discriminate on 
the basis of race, color, national and ethnic origin in administration of its 
educational policies, admissions policies, scholarship, and other school-
administered programs.
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